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This is the inaugural issue of our Making Waves newsletter. For starters, we want
to let you know who we are and what we do. Big ideas and the commitment
to make them happen are what Saint John Waterfront Development (SJWD) is
all about.

 At Saint John Waterfront Development our job is to put opportunities in motion
that have a long term sustainable community and economic impact. We’re
proud of our past accomplishments, but we do not intend to rest on our laurels
– it’s all about Plan, Action and Results. Through our dedicated Board of
Directors the organization has been successful in driving major projects in the
City of Saint John.

In case you didn’t know, in recent years SJWD is responsible for the construction
management of projects totaling over $133 million. The list includes Market
Square ($80m), Harbour Station ($30m), Imperial Theatre refurbishment ($10m),

City Market upgrades ($1m), Harbour Passage($9m), and several green space
parks ($2m). And there is more to come - it’s an exciting time to be in Saint John

and more than ever, we’re excited about the future.
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Big Ideas | Making them Happen

Meet Charles Swanton, Chairman (2004-Present), Saint John
Waterfront Development. Charles is also a Director (1997-Present),
Saint John Development Corporation. Born and brought up in
the Saint John area, he received his education at Rothesay
Regional High School and UNB. Charles has been a Real Estate
developer since 1972 and is an officer of several family-owned
real estate holdings and development companies. He is an active
volunteer serving as Past President and current Secretary of
the Saint John Exhibition Association, Past President of Uptown
Saint John Inc. and member of the Provincial Elevator Safety
Advisory Committee. Charles was made a Paul Harris Fellow
by the Saint John Rotary Club. He enjoys salmon fishing,
skiing and sailing, and is a former Big Brother.

Charles and his chocolate lab, Jessie, reside in Rothesay.

Board Member | Highlight

“Strategic planning is bringing the future into the
present so that you can do something about it now.”



Page 2

Projects | We’re Working On

Think about Venice, Cannes, Amsterdam, London Docklands,
Cape Town's V&A, Boston or Shanghai. What do they all
have in common other than water? They have all become
destinations in themselves. Historically, waterfronts have
gone through periods of industrial development followed
by a decline into dereliction, but now, for many of
today’s cities, the waterfront has been reinvented into
a ‘destination’ - a fun vibrant place in which to spend
time and money - and the visible symbol of renewal.

Waterfront development in all major centres
worldwide involves the creation of a range of
types of mixed-use developments. Included are

retail (increasingly 'experience' retail), commercial,
business facilities (including hotels, convention
centres and expo exhibition facilities), leisure,
recreation, entertainment and sports, cultural and
heritage uses, and residential in whatever mix is
relevant to the development. Strategic development
is key.

That’s why SJWD and Plan SJ (the new, in-progress
Municipal Plan) are a perfect fit as each fulfills a
responsibility for future strategic development and
lifestyle changes and improvements that make
Good Cities - Great Cities.

An exciting opportunity for Saint John. A five-person
delegation, including our Chairman, Charles Swanton, will

be heading to Langkawi, Malaysia in April to make the key
presentation at the UNESCO Geopark Conference. The final

decision regarding UNESCO Geopark designations
will be made in September 2010. StoneHammer will
be the first North American UNESCO Geopark when
approved.

Stonehammer Geopark

A public green-space development located at
the foot of Princess Street designed to be a
focal point in the uptown area for citizens and
visitors. A pedestrian friendly, landscaped plaza

with a 30’ lighthouse ‘town clock’ as well as an
interpretive ecological area. A place to eat your
lunch, stroll, or just rest and enjoy the harbor views
and activities.

Pugsley Park

Commentary | From Good to Great
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A local company has received preliminary approval from
Common Council and Saint John Waterfront Development to
proceed with the installation of a 1600’ zip-line in the Fallsview
Park area, near the current jet boat operation. This will be a

world-class zip-line and one of the most exciting
rides in Atlantic Canada. A 660’ portion of the ride
will traverse over water and add a thrilling dynamic
to this popular experience.

Saint John Adventures

Through a generous donation from Toronto
Dominion Bank, a new marine interpretative area
will be built as an extension of the new Pugsley
Park. There will be educational and fun structures

for children, fascinating and interactive marine
knowledge displays and an informative historical
viewing-point of Partridge Island.

TD Eco-Hub

The Master Plan is complete and once funding has
been secured we’re ready to go. This is a premiere

attraction not only for Saint John, but the entire
region. A major multi-year initiative that will invigorate

and inspire our community as new green space will be

developed. Adventure and sports facilities will be
added, a new interpretative centre, new restaurant,
fabulous new look-out plaza and much more - a
state-of-the-art facility that will provide a full-day of
experiences for families, youths and visitors alike.

Reversing Rapids

The most exciting and avant-garde waterfront
opportunity in the City of Saint John. SJWD in
conjunction with the Hardman Group Limited
intend to unfold a progressive strategic

development plan that will be aggressively managed
for maximum benefits and returns for all stakeholders.
A fantastic Saint John waterfront initiative.

Coast Guard Site


